
Installing Bark Protectors



Bark protectors can be installed to help protect young 

trees from deer antler damage. They’re often installed 

after a tree has grown large enough that it no longer 

needs a tree tube.

It is important that bark protectors are properly 

sourced and installed. This slideshow will teach you 

how to install bark protectors for success.



Bark protectors are only needed if you have significant 

deer pressure, or if you have a tree that is valuable 

enough to you that protecting it is worth the cost.

Bark protectors work best on trees that have a single 

straight trunk, are less than 6” in diameter, and are 

able to stay upright without the support of tree stakes.

Do I Need Bark Protectors?



The best bark protectors are strong enough to 

withstand the full force of deer antler rubbing. When 

the MyWoodlot team uses bark protectors on our tree 

planting projects, we use 4 foot tall bark protectors 

from A.M. Leonard.

Which Bark Protector to Purchase?

http://www.amleo.com/leonard-rigid-mesh-tree-bark-protectors-4-foot-height/p/BG48/


This bark protector was not strong enough to withstand antler 

rub. It was sourced from a roll of agricultural fencing that was 

not designed to protect bark. It was cheaper than formal bark 

protectors, but it did not hold up to deer antlers.



This is an A.M Leonard bark protector, but it was only 3 feet 

tall. Deer were able to rub off the bark above the protector. 

Note that the bark underneath the bark protector is 

undamaged. 



Installing bark protectors requires zip ties. You may 

also need pruners or a pruning saw if the tree has 

branches below four feet.

Installing Bark Protectors



To install a bark protector, bend it around the tree. Make sure 

there is at least 2” overlap. This bark protector has a good 

amount of overlap.  Also be sure there is at least 1” of space 

between the bark protector and the trunk. This is to 

accommodate trunk growth.



To secure the bark protector, use 4 zip ties. One should be 3 

“squares” from the top, two should be spaced evenly in the 

middle, and the 4th should be 6 “squares” from the bottom. 

This bark protector only has 3 zip ties, but it should have 4 

because deer antlers are strong and can break the zip ties.

Stakes from 

tree tubes can 

be left in place.
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